
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S711 February 15, 2022 
Whereas a Taliban judge, Gul Rahim, stat-

ed in July 2021 that ‘‘[f]or homosexuals, 
there can only be two punishments: either 
stoning or he must stand behind a wall that 
will fall down on him,’’ and a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Finance of Afghanistan 
noted that LGBT rights would not be re-
spected under the Taliban’s interpretation of 
Sharia law; and 

Whereas, in 2022, many LGBTQI individ-
uals in Afghanistan are forced to live in hid-
ing due to reports of threats and attacks 
against such individuals in the community: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) stands in solidarity with the people of 

Afghanistan and with vulnerable groups in-
cluding women and children, religious and 
ethnic minorities, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, and intersex (LGBTQI) 
persons, civil society actors, journalists, and 
other at-risk populations in Afghanistan; 

(2) reaffirms the longstanding commitment 
of the United States to advance human 
rights worldwide; 

(3) calls on the Taliban to uphold the pro-
tection of universal human rights, including 
the commitments set forth in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and enshrined 
in the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, to which Afghanistan is a 
party; 

(4) encourages the executive branch to con-
tinue to call for the protection of women and 
children, religious and ethnic minorities, 
civil society actors, journalists, and LGBTQI 
persons under Taliban rule; 

(5) calls for the international community 
to condemn human rights violations com-
mitted by the Taliban; 

(6) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to support Afghan civil soci-
ety, individuals who assisted with the war ef-
forts of the United States and allies of the 
United States, and individuals who advocate 
for universal human rights; and 

(7) calls on the United States Government 
to work closely with the international com-
munity and nongovernmental organizations, 
particularly such organizations based in Af-
ghanistan, to support at-risk Afghan minor-
ity populations and other vulnerable commu-
nities, including through efforts to stem the 
growing humanitarian crisis that will dis-
proportionately impact already vulnerable 
groups. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 514—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT 
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA DOES 
NOT PERMANENTLY STORE NU-
CLEAR WASTE IN THE GREAT 
LAKES BASIN 
Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms. 

BALDWIN, Mr. PETERS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
BROWN, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 514 

Whereas the water resources of the Great 
Lakes Basin are precious public natural re-
sources shared by the Great Lakes States 
and the Provinces of Canada; 

Whereas, since 1909, the United States and 
Canada have worked to maintain and im-
prove the water quality of the Great Lakes 
through water quality agreements; 

Whereas more than 40,000,000 individuals in 
Canada and the United States depend on the 

fresh water from the Great Lakes for drink-
ing water; 

Whereas the Government of Canada is pro-
posing to build a permanent deep geological 
repository for high-level nuclear waste in the 
Great Lakes Basin; 

Whereas the Nuclear Waste Management 
Organization of Canada is examining build-
ing a permanent deep geological repository 
for nuclear waste in the Great Lakes Basin, 
less than 40 miles from Lake Huron in South 
Bruce, Ontario, Canada; 

Whereas nuclear waste is highly toxic and 
can take tens of thousands of years to de-
compose to safe levels; 

Whereas a spill of nuclear waste into the 
Great Lakes, including during transit to a 
permanent deep geological repository for nu-
clear waste, could have lasting and severely 
adverse environmental, health, and eco-
nomic impacts on the Great Lakes and the 
individuals who depend on the Great Lakes 
for their livelihoods; 

Whereas more than 232 State, Tribal, coun-
ty, and local governments have passed reso-
lutions in opposition to the proposed nuclear 
waste repository of Ontario Power Genera-
tion; 

Whereas Tribes and First Nations’ citizens 
have a strong spiritual and cultural connec-
tion to the Great Lakes; 

Whereas the Saugeen Ojibway Nation exer-
cised its Aboriginal and treaty rights by vot-
ing against the Ontario Power Generation 
building a permanent nuclear waste reposi-
tory in Kincardine, Ontario; 

Whereas the protection of the Great Lakes 
is fundamental to treaty rights; and 

Whereas, during the 1980s, when the De-
partment of Energy was studying potential 
sites for a permanent nuclear waste reposi-
tory in the United States in accordance with 
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 
U.S.C. 10101 et seq.), the Government of Can-
ada expressed concern with locating a per-
manent nuclear waste repository within 
shared water basins of the 2 countries: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the Government of Canada should not 
allow a permanent nuclear waste repository 
to be built within the Great Lakes Basin; 

(2) the President and the Secretary of 
State should take appropriate action to 
work with the Government of Canada to pre-
vent a permanent nuclear waste repository 
from being built within the Great Lakes 
Basin; and 

(3) the President and the Secretary of 
State should work together with their coun-
terparts in the Government of Canada on a 
solution for the long-term storage of nuclear 
waste that— 

(A) is safe and responsible; and 
(B) does not pose a threat to the Great 

Lakes. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 515—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF ‘‘CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH’’ 

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. YOUNG, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARPER, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEIN-

RICH, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 515 

Whereas a competitive global economy re-
quires workers who are prepared for skilled 
professions; 

Whereas at least 15,000,000 new workers 
will be needed for the United States’ infra-
structure in the next decade, including de-
signing, building, and operating transpor-
tation, housing, utilities, and telecommuni-
cations; 

Whereas the COVID–19 pandemic has dis-
placed millions of workers in the United 
States and fundamentally shifted entire in-
dustries within foundational aspects of the 
economy, creating significant demands for 
high-quality and efficient upskilling and 
reskilling opportunities to ensure a quick 
and equitable recovery; 

Whereas career and technical education 
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘CTE’’) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers 
are ready, willing, and capable of holding 
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand 
career fields such as science, technology, en-
gineering, art and design, mathematics, 
nursing, allied health, construction, infor-
mation technology, energy sustainability, 
and many other career fields that are vital 
in keeping the United States competitive in 
the global economy; 

Whereas CTE helps the United States meet 
the very real and immediate challenges of 
economic development, student achieve-
ment, and global competitiveness; 

Whereas the United States has 30,000,000 
jobs providing an average income of $55,000 
per year that do not require a bachelor’s de-
gree yet increasingly require some level of 
postsecondary education; 

Whereas over 11,000,000 students are en-
rolled in CTE across the country at the sec-
ondary and postsecondary levels, with CTE 
programs in thousands of CTE centers, com-
prehensive high schools, career academies, 
and CTE high schools, and nearly 1,000 2-year 
colleges; 

Whereas CTE matches employability skills 
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework 
leading to industry-recognized credentials 
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult 
learners; 

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing, 
high-demand fields; 

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with 
a lower probability of dropping out of high 
school and a higher likelihood of graduating 
on-time; 

Whereas, according to an American Fed-
eration of Teachers poll, 96 percent of par-
ents approve of expanding access to CTE and 
other programs that prepare students for 
jobs; 

Whereas students at schools with highly 
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams are significantly more likely to meet 
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